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Manenbknii, Bcero Ha TpHU
crpannmuku, pacckas A.Il. Yexosa
«CMepTh YMHOBHHKA» JaBHO CTaj
XpecToMaTUiHBIM. B camom 1eite,
CIOJKET Ka)KeTCSI IPOCTBIM: MEJIKHUI
YUHOBHUK YepBSIKOB B TeaTpe, YNX-
HYB, CJIy4ailHO OOpbI3raj BIEpean
CUJISIINEro reHepasia, MHOTOKPATHO
MBITAJICS W3BUHUTBCS U yMEP, BbI-
3BaB CBOEll HA30MJMBOCTHIO THEB
3HAUMTEJbHOTO Jinia. Pacckas o ry-
OUTEJNBbHON CuJle YUHOIOYMTAHUS
1 O 4YeJoBeKe ¢ ToBopsmiei damu-
JIVeli, KOTOPBI He CyMeJ BBIJaBUTD
u3 cebs paba. OmHAKO BO3ZHUKAET
BOIIPOC, TIOYEMY B KauecTBE 3aBsi3-
K1 ciokera YexoB nsbupaer UMEHHO
ynxanue. Bexp YepBskoB Mor Heva-
SHHO HACTYNWTh TeHepasy Ha HOTY,
TOJIKHYTB €70, 00T Th B OydeTe 1 T.jI.

B nmouckax orsBera Ha 3TOT BO-
[IPOC Ha ITOMOIIb IPUXOAUT TPaJU-
IIUOHHAS KYJBTYPa, TO 3HAYEHUE UU-
XaHUs, KOTOPOe CJIOKUIOCH B HAI[U-
OHAJILHOM CO3HAaHUU M KOTOPOE HO-
cUTe b TPaUIU 6e3011MO0YHO pas-
nosuaet. [Touemy MbI TOBOPUM <Oy /b
37I0pOB» UMEHHO B OTBET Ha YHXa-
HUe, a He Ha Kalllesb, HAIpUMep?
Kax mumrer msBecTHBIA MCCIeL0Ba-
TeJTh YMXaHUS KaK KyJbTYPHOTO he-
HomeHa K. BormaHos, «oTHOIIeHUE
K YMXaHbO KaK K 4eMy-TO OOJIbIIIEMY,
4eM TOro, Kasajoch Obl, TpeGyeT 3TO
4uCcTO (PUBUOJOTUYECKOE SIBJIEHUE,
M3BECTHO y CaMBIX PAa3JTUYHBIX HAPO-
JIOB, HAYMHasI ¢ TJIyOOKOIi IPEBHOCTH
U TIPOJIOJIKAST THEM CETO{HSIIITHUM, —
U YK€ TI0 OJJHOMY 3TOMY 3aCJY’KU-
BaeT  IOCHJIBHOTO  OOBSICHEHUS»
[Bormanos, 2001, c. 182]. Tem 6ouee
3aCJIyKMBAET <«IIOCUJIBHOTO 00bsIC-
HEHUsI» ITO JIECTBUE B JIMTEPATYP-

*[lybauxayuss no020MoGIeHa 6 PaMKax —pe-
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HOM TIPOM3BE/IEHNH, T/Ie, 10 HAIeMy TJIyOOKOMY yOexIeHUI0, HeT HIUYero
CJTy4aifHOTO.

Obpartienre K 9THOKYJIBTYPHBIM IIJIACTAM YEXOBCKUX ITTPOU3BECHUIN
JacTo BBI3BIBAET HEJOYMeHNe uccaenoBaTeneil. Kakoe oTHomenne aToT uH-
TEJUTUTEHTHBIN 1 JIUTepaTyPHO 0O6Pa30BAHHBIN MHcATEb MEET K HapOIHOIT
kysbrype? Ho ciexyer yuects, uto Uexos Bbipoc B Taranpore, e Ha pyoeske
XIX — XX BB. TpafiuIIMOHHAsE KyJIbTypa Obljla JKUBBIM ¥ aKTyaJIbHBIM SIBJIE-
HueM. Bbuin Teatp, My3bIKaJbHbIE W JIUTEPATYPHbIE Beuepa, HO ObLIN 1 Ha-
POJIHbBIE TTPA3IHUKH, TPUMETBI, CyeBepHbIe MpecTaBaeHus. [TaBHbIM 06pa-
30M, OHU OBITOBAJIM B KYIIEYECKOI M MeIaHCcKoi cpeze. To ecTh MaTepuas
TPaJIMIIMOHHON KYJIBTYPBI OKpYsKaJs YexoBa BCIO JKU3Hb.

Tpaguionnas Kyssrypa pydexa XIX — XX BB. — 3T0 PEUMYIIIECTBEHHO
TOPOJICKAsT KyJIBTYPa. DTO KPECThSIHCKAs KYJIBTYPa, IIepeHeCceHHast Ha TOPOJICKYIO
TIOYBY 1 BUJIOM3MEHUBITIASICS. Y Hee ipyTHe (DyHKINH, He PUTYJTbHO-MarmdecKue
U PETyJISITUBHBIE, a pa3BiekaresbHble. CakpasbHOEe 3aMEHUJIOCH TTPOhaHHBIM,
6rToBBIM. [T0 CIT0BaM HCCIIe0BaTe s, <IIPOBUHIMS BCer/ia ObLIa TOBEPKEeHa
TPAIUIIHOHHOCTH ¥ BCET/[A CTPEMIJIACH 3TY TPAIUIIMOHHOCTH OOHOBJISITH. B aTOM
OblJIa 1 OCTAeTCst OCHOBA JIJISI JIAJIbHEHIIIEro pa3BUTHs JIFOOOTO TOPOIA POCCUIICKOI
MPOBUHITMH, B ToM urcie 1 Taranporay [[1lysenosa, 2004, c. 10].

E1ite omHuM apryMeHTOM B 110J1b3Y XOPOILEro 3HaHUs TPAJAUIIMOHHON KYJIb-
TYpPBI SIBJII€TC KPYT yTeHus mnucatess. VI3BecTHo, 4TO BO BpeMs HOATOTOBKU
nucceprarmu «Bpauebroe meo B Poccrny YexoB mpsiMo mim KOCBEHHO 0Opa-
AJICST K Pa3HOOOPa3HbIM MCTOYHWKAM. YKa3aTellb 9TUX MCTOYHUKOB, MPUBE-
nernbiil B [Ipumevannsix k XVI tomy [osHoro cobpanmst counHennii mmicatest
(1974 — 1983), nacunrbiBaer 121 naumenosanue. [1o napogHoit MeuIHE, IT-
Horpaduu, Tpaauimsam u dosbkiaopy — 38. Tlouru tpers! Cpemu Hux «AbGeBera
pycckux cyeBepuii» M.Y. Uynkosa, «Haponnsie pycckue ckazkuy» A.H. Adana-
cbeBa, «bbIT pycckoro Hapoznay» A.B. Tepemienko, «ITectu, cobpantbie I1.B. Ku-
peeBckrMy. CBEIEHNS U3 9THX KHUT, KaK 1 COOCTBEHHBIE BIIEYATIEHUS O HAPOJI-
HOI1 KyJIBType B ee TOPOJICKOM ITPOBUHIIMAJIBHOM U3BO/Ie IPUTOUINCH YexoBy
He TOJIbKO ITPU TIOITOTOBKE JIMCCepTallii, HO U B XY/I0KeCTBEHHOM TBOPYECTBe.

C ynxaHueM B TPAIUIIMOHHON KyJbTypPE CBsI3aHbI Pa3HOOOPA3HbIE Cye-
Bepust (periiaMeHTaIy TOBEeIEH s, MOTUBUPOBKH, MTOCJIECTBUS HECOOITIO-
NeHNs yKa3anuii) u mpuMeThl. CanTaercs, HaIpuMep, 9TO eCIM YNXHYTHh BO
BpeMSI CBOEH MJIN YY>KON peur, 3HAYUT MOITBEPANTH MPABANBOCTH BHICKA3BI-
Banus. Tak yuxaer Tesemax B orBeT Ha cyoBa IleHesonsl, cysieil Bo3Bpa-
menue Opuccest 1 TGS KEHUXOB.

YepBSKOB, Kak U3BECTHO, <IJIsijies1 B OMHOKIIL Ha “KopHeBHIbCcKHe KOJIO-
kosa”»> [Yexos, 1975, c. 164], T. e. caymman komudeckyio orepy P Ilnankera.
JIro6onbITHO OBLIO GBI Y3HATH, B KAKOW MOMEHT JieiicTBuUs OH YnxHys1. OTBeTa
Ha 9TOT BOTIPOC B TeKcTe HeT. Ho cama omepa 1moicka3biBaeT BEKTOPBI MHTEPIIpe-
TaIMK 9€XOBCKOTO pacckasza. leponns omepsl [Lnankera sKepmen, iemsHHUTIA
3aKUTOYHOTO KpecThssHUHA lacmapa, B pe3ysbrate HEOOBIYHBIX COOBITHIT BbI-
XOJIUT 3aMy’K 32 HOBOTO BJIajiesibiia 3abporentoro 3amka Kopuesmib. K Tomy
JKe OHA OKa3bIBAETCS I0UEPBIO TIPESKHETO BJIa/IeNIblla 3aMKa. Tak BO3HUKAeT TeMa
COIMAJILHOTO MTPEOOPaKEHNsT U BO3BBIIIEHNS, KOTOPast oueBuaHO Osnska Yep-
BAKOBY. B 3aMKe BopiuTCs TpUBHIEHNE, TI0 HOUYAM B OKHAX MeJIbKaeT TanHCTBEH-
HbIii cBeT. U X014 BbigcHseTcs, 4To 310 [acnap myraer ciyyailHbIX ITPOXOKUX,
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TIOCKOJIbKY TIPSTYET B 3aMKe CBOe OOTATCTBO, ATOT MOTHB 33/Ia€T BO3MOKHOCTh
MTPOYNTHIBAHUS PaccKa3a B KOJAX TPAAUITMOHHON KYJIBTYPBI.

Yuxanue, Kak M3BECTHO, HE BOJIEBOH aKT, a CIy9aifHOCTb, KOTOPYIO 4e-
JIOBEK HEe MOKeT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh. Tak ero cHavaia 1 BOCIIPUHUMAET Tepoii
pacckasa: «UepBIKOB HUCKOJIBKO HEe CKOH(Y3UJICH, yTEePCs TIATOYKOM U,
KaK BEXKJIUBBIN YeJIOBEK, MOTJIsIIe] BOKPYT cebst: He 06eCITOKOMII JIK OH KOTO-
HUOY b cBOMM unxanbem?» [Uexos, 1975, ¢. 164]. Oxnako YexoB COOTHOCUT
yrxaHue He ¢ (PU3NOJIOTHEdl, a ¢ OOIECTBEHHBIM CYIECTBOBAHMEM YeJIOBe-
ka. YuxaHue CTaHOBUTCS, TAK CKa3aTh, COIMATIBHON (DYHKIIHME, TOCKOJIbKY
npuBoauT K rubesn YepssikoBa. Unxaroriemy MPUHSITO KeJaTh 30POBbSI.
3uaunt, YepssikoB 6osen? UYem o Gosen? Vimeer siu ero 6osie3Hb OpraHu-
vyeckuii xapaktep? Het, UepBsikoB O0JIeH YMHOTIOUNTAHKEM, T. €. OOTIE3HBIO
cormaabioil. Dusnosornyeckoe u coraibHoe OKa3biBaloTest y YexoBa nso-
MOP(HBIMHI — W PAaBHO PETPE3EHTUPYIOT YeTOBeKa.

Onnako B pacckaze unxanve YepBgaKoBa He TOJTbKO (DU3NUECKUN U CO-
IUAJIBHBIN aKT, HO 1 MeTadusndeckuil. B HApOAHBIX MPEACTABICHUSIX [bI-
XaHUe CBSA3BIBAETCS C JYIION, TOITOMY MPHU YUXAHUHM — CUJIBHOM U PE3KOM
BBIZIOXE — J[YIlIa MOKET BbLIETeTh: « drxanue, 0c0OEHHO MHOTOKPATHOE, BOC-
MPUHUMAETCS PYCCKUM YeJIOBEKOM Kak “Masienbkas cMepTh’... [Toskenanue
3II0POBbHsI HAMTPABJIEHO HA TO, YTOOBI BEPHYTH JIYIITy HA MECTO U HE IOMYCTHTh
ee BbIXO/Ia 3a Tpesiesibl Tesay [Bosbmioit cioBaps nmpumet, 2009, c. 636].
ITHUM, a He TOJIBKO IMIMEHNYECKUMU COOOpakeHUAME 00bsICHsIeTCS Tpebo-
BaHMe 3aKPbIBATh MIPU YMXaHUU POT PYKOH WJIN TIJIATKOM (TIPU 3€BAaHUU POT
00s13aTeIbHO HAI0 KPECTUTH, YTOOBI HEUUCTAsT CHUJIA He TPOHUKJA BHYTPb
Tesia). YepBsAKOB He 3aKPBLI POT: OOPbI3Tal reHepasia U BhiauxHy.J1 aymry. [To-
ToMy u ymep. TakuM 06pasoM, CBsI3b MEKAY YnXxaHueM (He3HAUYUTETbHBIM
1 He 3aBUCSIIUM OT YeJIoBeKa 0OCTOSATEIbCTBOM) M CMEPTHIO (KaTacTpodu-
YeCKUM COOBITHEM ) CTAHOBUTCSI OYE€BUIHOM, & PE3YJIbTaT HEN30eKHBIM.

B pacckaze YepBsikoB yMUpaeT HA TPETU JIeHb MTOCTe YMXaHU. 3a CUM-
BOJIMYECKOI CMEPTHIO B Hauasie pacckasa (dbixanue ocmanosuioch) CJIemayer
peasbnasg. C.M. Tosncrag numer: «..Lyllly MOKHO BBIILYCTUTb U BBIILIIOHYTh
or crpaxa <..> Ho TaBHBIM “KOHTEKCTOM”, B KOTOPOM TIPOSIBJISIET ce0s aTa
CIIOCOOHOCTD YT TIEPEMEIIATHCST, OKA3BIBAIOTCS BHIPAKEHVIST, XapPAKTEPHU3Y -
IOTITIE COCTOSTHUE KPATHETO U3HEMOKEHVIST, CMEPTETbHON YCTAIOCTH, HOJIE3HH,
UCCSIKAHWS JKU3HEHHBIX CHJI ITEPEJl CMEPTBIO, TIEPEl OKOHYATETTbHBIM BBIXO/IOM
nyum u3 tesiay | Toscras, 2000: ¢. 445—-446]. Do Mbl HabJTIOIAEM 1 B PACCKa3e:

1) Beuep B TeaTpe — ynxaHue / 1B€ MOMBITKA U3BUHUTHCS — «MaJIEHbKAst
cMepTh» (dblxanue 0Cmanosusoch) / Hayaso TOCTENEeHHO MOTePH KU3HEH-
HOI aKTUBHOCTHU (CKOHQY3ULCSL, HEN0BKO, 2YN0 YAblOHYILCSL, €20 HAUdI0 No-
Myuusamv 6ecnoxocmso, npobopmomar),

2) TepBBIil ZIeHb TOCJe TTPOUCIIECTBUS — HOBbIE MOIMBITKA U3BUHUTH-
¢ — yracaHue JKM3HEHHOU akTUBHOCTH (nodyman Yepesxos 6nednest, sabop-
momar), arouus (He cmany s 60vle U3BUHAMbCS neped smum pangaporom!
Yepm ¢ num! Hanuwy emy nucomo, a xooums ne cmany!). 31aech u 03710071€H-
HOCTb, U Pa3/IPA’KUTEIbHOCTD, U TOPJIOCTD, U HENOCIen0BaTebHoOCTb ([Tucoma
2enepany on He Hanucal. /lymai, Oymai, u HUKAK He 8blOYMA 31020 NUCLMA),

3) BTOPOI1 [IeHb MOCJIe TPOUCIIECTBUS, JIeHb CMEPTH — IOCJIe/IHSS TI0-
IIBITKA U3BUHUTHCSI — MTPOIOJIKEHIE arOHUU B 0OpallleHiH K reHepasty (CHOBa
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YepBsIKOB CTPEMUTCS BCe OOBSICHUTD ), ITOJTHAST TOTEPST KU3HEHHON aKTUBHO-
CTU U CMePTD (3a060pMOMAn, CNPOCUL WENOMOM, Mest OM YHcacd, 8 HUBOme
y UYepssikosa umo-mo omopsanocsy. Huuezo ne 6uds, nuuezo ne civiua, on no-
NAMUICA K 08epll, 8vlllel HA YAULY U NoNaeics... [puds mawunaivio domoi,
He CHUMAsL BUUMYHOUPA, OH Jlez HA OUBAH U... NOMED).

YepBSIKOB Mepeji CMEPTHIO YIOA00ISIETCS TOKOWHUKY: JTIOKUTCS B CBOEM
BUIIMYH/IMPe (B JIyUIIell O/1esK/ie, HapsHbII) Ha AWBaH, Kak B rpo0. Paccma-
TPUBAsl YNXaHMe KaK «MaJeHbKYI0 CMEPTh», BCIIOMHHUM, YTO XOPOHUTb TO-
KOIHUKA IPUHSTO HA TPETHUI IeHb, 1 COOTHECEM 3TO CO BPEMEHEM JIeliCTBUS
B pacckase, KOTOPOe TOKE OXBATBIBAET COOBITUST TPEX JTHEN.

Kpome YepssikoBa B pacckase ecTb elile O/[TH He MeHee 3HAYNMBIii Tepoii —
rerepasi. MeXy HUMU YCTAaHABIUBAIOTCS CBOEOOPa3HbIE OTHOIIEHUSI JBOW-
HUdYecTBa. VX moBesieHne pa3BUBaETCs TI0 OJTHOMY «CIIEHAPUIO»: €CTeCTBEeHHAS
PeaKIust Ha He3HAUMTENIbHOE COOBITHE — KaTacTpodudeckuii punar. Oba — mo-
POSK/IEHUE OTHOI CUCTEMBI, KOTOpasi yOUBAeT B 4esioBeKe yesioBeka. He motomy
st Bpus;kaioB ctaji reHepasioM, uTo B CBOE BpeMst ObLT « IepBSIKOBBIM» ?

C TOuKM 3peHust TPAIUITMOHHON KyJIBTYPbI, BHHOBEH He umxatomuii Yep-
BSIKOB (B 9TOT MOMEHT OH He BJIaCTeH HaJ[ COOOM, 3/1€Ch [IEJIO CIIyYast), a TeHePaJL:
«Huxkora ve Ha1o 3a0bIBaTh CKa3aTh YeI0BeKy: “Byiib 3110poB!” — He TO YepT pe-
IITAT, 4TO ThI MY CMEPTH JKEJIAEIITh, U OJICYETUTCSI, YTO0 YNXAIOIIETO CTYOUTh>
[[pymiko, Mensenes, 1995, c. 505]. C.B. MakciMoB yKa3biBaeT Ha CyeBepuUe,
YTO YE€PTU YHOCIT MJIQJIEHIIEB, KOT/IA TTOCJETHIM «/Ial0T YUXHYTh 1 He TI03/]paB-
CTBYIOT aHTEJIbCKYIO JIYTITY, He TIO;KeTaloT pocTa 1 310poBbs» [ Makcumos, 1903,
c. 21]. Terepaiy Bcero-to 1 Has1o ObLIO OKENATh YePBIKOBY 30POBbBSI.

Hecobumoienne puTyasbHOTO TOBEAeHUsT 00bCHSAET CMePTh YepBsIKo-
Ba, TeM GoJiee YTO TIOC/IeTHEMY KU3HEHHO HEOOXOIUM OTBET, HY;KHOE CJIOBO.
Hemnpousnecennast hopmyia «6yb 3710pOB» B paccKaze BHICTYIIAET HE TPO-
CTO KaK 3TUKETHO-OBITOBAsI, HO U KaK COIMUATIbHO-Marn4ecKasi, T. €., C OJHOi
CTOPOHBI, OHA TT03B0JIIIA ObI UepPBSKOBY OCTATHCS JKUBBIM, a C IPYTOi — pe-
rJIAMEHTUPOBaAsIA ObI COMMATBHBIE OTHOTIEHUST MEK/Y 3HAYUTENbHBIM JIUIIOM
U MEJIKUM YNHOBHUKOM, TTepeBeJia Obl X Ha Y€JI0BEYECKUI YPOBEHb.

B xownTt1e mepBoro H4, yrKe Mocse TPOU30IIe/INeTo U IBYX MOTBITOK W3-
BUHUTBCS, UepPBSIKOB, He BepPst CJIOBAM TE€HEPaJia O TOM, 4TO TOT 3a0bL O TIPO-
WCIIECTBYHU, IYMAET: «3a0blil, a Y camozo exudcmaso 6 2iazax <...> U zosopumo
ne xouems [Yexon, 1975, c. 1635]. B aT0T ke Beuep npu pasroBope ¢ JKEHOM
HIOBTOPSIETCSI MBICJb 00 OTCYTCTBUU OTBeTa: <« U3BUHSLICS, 04 OH KAK-MO
cmpanno... Hu 00nozo cnosa nymmozo ne cxasan. /la u nexozda 6wiio paszosa-
pusamoy [ Tam xe]. O HekeTaHUM TOBOPUTD TIOlyMAaeT Tepoll 1 Ha CJIeyTo-
it enb: «losopums ne xouem! <..> Cepoumcsi, snauum... Hem, smozo neiv-
35 max ocmasumo... I emy obvsacuio...> | Tam xe]. Ho B cBsA3u ¢ Heymavamu
07T KOHeI BToporo jaHst YepBsikoB roBopuT: «Yepm ¢ num! <..> Eii-60zy ne
cmany <6orvue ussunsmocs>!» | Tam xe, c. 166].

[enepas He TOJBKO HE TOBOPUT <ITyTHOTO CJIOBAa», OH YCKOPSIET CMEPTh
YepssikoBa. B reHepasie 00beANHSIOTCS JIBA JIMIA: OH <«CBUIETENb> YMXa U OH
JKe TOT, Ha KOTO OyKBaJbHO umxHy/m (0Opbramm). ITocientee obcTostTe b-
CTBO TOTYEPKUBAET YBEJIMUEHUE CUJIBI TeHEPaJIa, TIPSIMO MTPOTUBOIIOIOKHOE ee
ymenbliennio y Yepssikosa. [locsensis Becrpeua 3akaHUMBAETCS TEM, UTO reHe-
paut He BbIepKuBaet: «lowen 6on!! — eaprnyi 60pyez nocuneswuil u 3ampsicuuui-
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cs eenepans |Yexos, 1975, c. 166]. Vcnosbayst hopmyty «moiiim Bom!», reHepas
He TIPOCTO BBITOHSIET YepBIKOBa, OH U3TOHSIET M3 HETO JIYTITY, €T0 yX (Cp. «/IyIa
BOH», «/IyX BOH» — yMepeTb). Tak Grarogapst SI3bIKY TPAIAUITHOHHON KYJIBTYPbI
CMBICJT pacCKa3a MePEBOINTCA B AK3UCTEHITMATBHBIN TITaH.

Baxno u TO, 4TO puTyasbHOE MOBEJEHNE B JAHHOM CJIydae KacaeTcs
He TOJIbKO TeHepasa, HO U CUAAIUX psagoM. OTBeTUTh HA YUXaHHUE MOKET
U JTOJIZKEH, cJIe/lysl HapO/AHBIM IpaBUJIaM, BCSIKUI CBHUIeTEb, HO MBI 3HaeM,
YTO 1 3TOTO He TponcxoauT. bosee Toro, Yexos B mepBoM a1usoie (Beuepom
B TeaTpe) TOBOPUT TOJIbKO 0 UepBgaKOBe U reHepalie, 4To, ¢ O/IHOI CTOPOHBI,
HallpaBJisieT Hallle BHUMaHKUe Ha YKa3aHHBIX IIePCOHAsKeI, a ¢ IPYTroii CTopo-
HBI, CO3/IA€T BIIeYaTIeHne X abCOTIOTHON M30JUPOBAHHOCTH 3TUM BEYEPOM
OT JIIOJIEHT; BOBHUKAET WJLTIO3WsI, YTO BOKPYT OOJIbIIIE HUKOTO ¥ HET.

Vrak, YepBsSKOB yMep OTTOTO0, YTO «BBIYMXHYJI» CAMOTO ce0s1, a BOKPYT
He HaIllJIOCh HIUKOTO, KTO TIOKeal Obl eMy 3710pOBbsi. YeIoBeK COIUaIbHO
1 9K3UCTEHITNAIbHO OIMHOK B HETIPABUJIBHO YCTPOEHHOM Mupe. Kak MOXKHO
YBU/IETH, TPAAUIIMOHHAS KYJIBTYyPa MOXKET CTaTh CBOETO POJIa KOMMEHTapueM
K TIpou3BeieHusiM UexoBa, POSICHsIS IETajin, CiocoOCTBYsT (hOPMUPOBAHUIO
3HAMEHUTOTO YeXOBCKOTO «I10/ITeKCTa». BbIsiBIeH1e ee 971eMeHTOB B TBOpYe-
CTBE IHcaTeIs TT03BOJISIeT Jyyllle IIOHATh HEIIOBTOPUMOCTb €0 TBOPYECKOi
MaHepbl, YBUIETh ero ocoboe MecTo B juteparype pyoexka XIX — XX BB,
ellle KJIaCCU4eCcKoii, HO y:Ke PosK/alolieil HOBble Xy/105KeCTBeHHbIE (POPMBI.
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Marina Ch. Larionova, Olga A. Shepeleva (Rostov-on-Don, Russian
Federation. Donetsk, DNR)

What killed Chervyakov? Traditional Culture in A.P. Chekhov’s
Story “Death of a Government Clerk”

A.P. Chekhov chooses character’s sneezing as a starting point of the story
“Death of a government clerk”. In traditional culture sneezing owns set of
stable connotations. A.P. Chekhov, who was born and lived for a long period
of time in Taganrog, was well acquainted with traditional culture in its urban
and province recension. The writer also studied works on folk medicine,
ethnography and folklore. Various superstitions and omens are connected with
sneezing. A.P. Chekhov brings sneezing into correlation with human’s social
being, so it becomes character’s social function as it later results in Chervyakov’s
death. Chervyakov is sick with respect for rank, i.e. social disease. A.P. Chekhov
makes physiological state and social status isomorphous, so they equally reflect
the character. However, Chervyakov’s sneezing in the story is not physical and
social act only, but it is also metaphysical. In national perception concept of
sneezing is connected with soul and death. Thus, connection between sneezing
(minimal and independent from human action) and death (catastrophic event)
becomes obvious and the result is inevitable. There is one more important
character in the story — general. Between these two characters peculiar
relationships of character’s doubling are set. Both of them are from the system
which kills a human in a human-being. Chervyakov died because he “sneezed
out” himself. Human is socially and physically lonely in this wrongly organized
world. Traditional culture can become a kind of comment on Chekhov’s works,
making details clear, helping to form famous Chekhov’s “underlying theme”.

Key words: A.P. Chekhov, “Death of a government clerk”, sneezing,
traditional culture.
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